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ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE 
(ADMINISTRATIVE WORK, SEMINARS/COURSES  AT END OF CV) 

 
 
 Professor Emerita, 2020-  

University of Michigan, Professor, 1997-2020; Associate Professor (1991-1997) 
  Department of Anthropology (1997-) and Department of the History of Art (2010-) 

 Non-budgeted appointments as Professor of Women's Studies (1991-) and Professor of Art  
  & Design (UM School of Art & Design, 2010-) 

  Faculty Associate, Program in Anthropology and History (1991-) 
  Affiliate Faculty, Robotics Institute (2015-) 
  Affiliate, Institute for Research on Women and Gender (IRWG) (2018-) 
  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
 Affiliate Member, 2023- 

Tokyo College, University of Tokyo Institutes for Advance Study (UTIAS), Japan 
  
 Affiliate Professor, 2019- 
  University of Washington, Departments of Anthropology and Japan Studies, and The 

Henry Jackson School of International Studies, Seattle, WA 
 
 Associate Chair, Department of Anthropology, 1998-1999 
  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
 Chair, Socio-Cultural Anthropology Subfield, Department of Anthropology, 1998-1999; 2007-2008;  
  2009-2010 University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
 Coordinator, Integration of Anthropology and the Life Sciences under the auspices of the Life 
  Sciences and Society Program, 2002-2006 
  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
 Member, Core Faculty, Sloan Center for the Ethnography of Everyday Life, 1998-2002 
  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
 Director, Center for Japanese Studies, 1993-1994 
  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
 Toyota Visiting Professor, Fall Semester, 1991 
  Center for Japanese Studies  
  University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI 
 
 Assistant Professor, 1988-1991 
  Department of Anthropology 
  University of California at San Diego, La Jolla, CA 
 

Visiting Assistant Professor, 1986-1988 
  Department of Anthropology & Sociology 
  Williams College, Williamstown, MA 

https://professorjenniferrobertson.com/
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 Lecturer, 1985-1986 
  Department of Asian Studies 
  Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 
 
 Lecturer, Spring 1986 
  Department of Anthropology 
  Ithaca College, Ithaca, NY 
 
 Instructor, Spring 1982 & 1983 
  Department of Anthropology 
  Cornell University, Ithaca, NY 

 
EDUCATION 

 
 Cornell University (Anthropology) 
  Ph.D. 1985, M.A. 1983 
  Dissertation: "The Making of Kodaira; Being an Ethnography of a Japanese City's 

Progress" (Committee: Robert J. Smith, Chair; J. Victor Koschmann; P. Steven Sangren) 
 
 University of Hawaii (Asian Studies) 
  M.A. 1977 
  Thesis: "Shingaku Methods of Education and Organization" (Committee: V. Dixon Morris, 

Chair; Takie Lebra)  
 
 Cornell University (History of Art) 
  B.A. 1975 (magna cum laude, Phi Beta Kappa) 
  Honors Thesis: "Otsu-e (Pictures from Otsu): 200 Years of Good Aim" (Martie 
  Young, Chair) 
 
  RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 
 Field: Socio-Cultural and Historical Anthropology and Ethnography (Art and Image-Based 

Ethnography, Bio-Art, Colonialism and Imperialism, Feminist Theory, History of Eugenics and 
Bioethics, Robotics and Human-Robot Relations, Japanese Modern Arts, Mass/Popular Culture, 
Museums and Visual Culture, Race and Ethnicity, Sex/Gender Systems, Urban Studies) 

 
 Areas: Japan/East Asia; Israel, Sri Lanka. I have traveled extensively in Europe (including one 

year's residence in Berlin, 1996-97), the United States, the West Indies, Israel, and the Middle East, 
East and South Asia (Sri Lanka), etc., and have lived in Japan for a cumulative twenty-five years. 

 Languages: Japanese (speaking, reading, writing) advanced; French (reading) good; German 
(reading) fair; basic Hebrew   

 
FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS: NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL 

 
John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation Fellowship (2011-2012) Japan (“Safety, security, 
convenience: The political economy of service robots in Japan”) 
 
Abé Fellowship (Social Science Research Council) (2010-2012) Japan and Korea (“Safety, security, 
convenience: The political economy of service robots in Japan”) 
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National Endowment for the Humanities/Advanced Research in the Social Sciences on Japan 
Fellowship, May-December 2008, Tokyo, Japan (humanoid robots, cyborg eugenics, kinship and 
the new Japanese family) 
 
Fulbright Research Scholar Grant, April-August 2007 and Visiting Professor, Department of 
Sociology and Anthropology, Tel Aviv University, Israel (blood ideology and nation-building in Israel 
and Japan) 
 
Japan Foundation Research Fellowship, University of Tokyo, January-April 2002 (eugenics and 
colonialism in Japan) 
 

 Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin (Institute for Advanced Study, Berlin), Invited Fellow, 1996-1997  
  
 Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, Regular Grant, September-December 

1995 (Cultural strategies of Japanese colonialism) 
 
 National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship from the American Council of Learned Societies 

and the Social Science Research Council Joint International Post-Doctoral Program, Advanced 
Research Grant, September-November 1995 (Cultural strategies of Japanese colonialism) 

 
 Fulbright Research Scholar Grant, October 1990-January1991 (Gender attribution in Japan).  
 
 Japan Foundation Professional Fellowship, Summer 1987 (Gender attribution in Japan) 
 
 Northeast Asia Council of the Association for Asian Studies Grant, Summer 1987 (Gender 

attribution in Japan) 
 
 Social Science Research Council, Research Grant, 1987 (Gender attribution in Japan) 
 
 Japan Foundation Professional Fellowship (12 Months), 1986-1987 (declined) 
 
 Wenner-Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research, Dissertation Grant, 1984-1985 (Affective 

city planning in Japan) 
 
 Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation Research Abroad Training Grant, 1983-1984 (Affective city 

planning in Japan) 
 
 Social Science Research Council, International Doctoral Research Program Grant, 1983-1984 

(Affective city planning in Japan) 
 
 Monbusho Scholarship (Ministry of Education), Tokyo, Japan, 1983-1984 (Affective city planning in 

Japan) 
 
 Sigma Xi, The Scientific Society, Grant-in-Aid-of-Research, 1983-1984 (Affective city planning in 

Japan) 
 
 Monbusho Scholarship (Ministry of Education), Tokyo, Japan, 1978-1980 (Popular culture in pre-

modern Japan) 
 
 East-West Center Grant, University of Hawai’i-Manoa, 1976-1977, (declined) 
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VISITING PROFESSORSHIPS/LECTURESHIPS: NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL 
 
Visiting Fellow and Visiting Professor, Tokyo College, University of Tokyo, September-October 
2022, January-February 2023, October-November 2023. Appointed Affiliate Member, March 2023. 
 
University Lecturer, 2019-2020, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY  
 
Visiting Professor, Department of East Asian Studies, Tel Aviv University, Israel, May-June 2016 
(six-week graduate seminar: Sex, gender and sexuality in East Asia: Japanese alternatives) 
 
Visiting Professor, East Asian Studies Program at the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, 
Barcelona, Catalonia, Spain, June-July 2015 (mini-seminar on human-robot interaction and the 
future of “society” in Japan) 
 
Simon P. Silverman Visiting Professor, The Cohn Institute for the History and Philosophy of Science 
and Ideas, Tel Aviv University, Israel, May-June 2013 (six-week graduate seminar: Science, 
Technology, Art: Collaborations and Controversies)  
 
Visiting Professor, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, Tel Aviv University, Israel, May-June 
2009 (four-week graduate seminar on image-based ethnography) 
 
Visiting Professor, Department of Anthropology, University of Tokyo, January-March 2007 
 
Distinguished Visiting Professor, Department of Anthropology, Johns Hopkins University, Fall 
Semester, 2001. 
 
Visiting Scholar, H.S. Truman Research Institute for the Advancement of Peace (Hebrew 
University, Jerusalem, Israel), May 2000 
 
Visiting Research Scholar, Department of Sociology, Anthropology, Psychology and Egyptology, 
American University in Cairo, Cairo, Egypt, October-November 1999.  
 
Visiting Scholar at the Tōyō Bunka Kenkyūjo (Research Institute for Oriental,Cultures),Gakushūin  
University,Tokyo, 1978-1981. 

 
FELLOWSHIPS AND GRANTS: UNIVERSITY 

 
 OVPR (Office of the Vice President for Research), Fall 2018-2019 (popularization of eugenics in 

modern Japan) 
 
 Cal French Faculty Grant, Department of the History of Art, Fall 2019-Fall 2024 (types of images in 

popular Japanese eugenics journals of the early 20th century; gender of public sculptures in Japan) 
 
 Faculty Research Grant, Center for Japanese Studies, Fall 2015 (robot dramaturgy) 
 
 Scholarly Leave Grant, Center for Japanese Studies, Fall 2015 (sabbatical extension, robot 

dramaturgy) 
 
 Cal French Fund Research Grant, History of Art Department, University of Michigan, October 2012 

(art and eugenics in modern Japan) 
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Faculty Research Grant, Center for Japanese Studies, 2012 (political economy of service robots in 
Japan and Korea) 
 
Rackham Faculty Recognition Award (for Guggenheim Fellowship), April 2011 

 
Rackham Faculty Recognition Award (for Abe/SSRC Fellowship), April 2011 
 
Faculty Research Grant, Center for Japanese Studies, 2011 (robot therapy for learning disabled 
children; joint project with Junko Teruyama, Ph.D. Candidate) 

 
Faculty Research Grant, Center for Japanese Studies (University of Michigan), Fall 2008 
(humanoid robot technology and posthuman society in Japan) 
 
Rackham Faculty Recognition Award (for NEH Fellowship), April 2008 
 
Faculty Research Grant, Center for Japanese Studies, Summer 2006 and Winter 2007 (humanoid 
robot development in Japan) 
 
Course Development Seed Grant, Center for Japanese Studies, AY 2005-2006 (for Anthropology 
335/Near Eastern Studies 335: Tokyo-Tel Aviv: City, Nation and Identity in Israel and Japan) 
 
Multicultural Teaching Grant, Center for Research on Learning and Teaching, AY 2005-2006 (for 
Anthropology 335/Near Eastern Studies 335: Tokyo-Tel Aviv: City, Nation and Identity in Israel and 
Japan) 
 
Teaching with New Technology Grant, College of Literature, Sciences and Arts, AY 2005-2006 (for 
Anthropology 335/Near Eastern Studies 335: Tokyo-Tel Aviv: City, Nation and Identity in Israel and 
Japan) 
 
Faculty Research Grant, Frankel Center for Judaic Studies, Summer 2005 (comparison of 
Japanese and Israeli war/peace museums) 
 
Faculty Research Grant, Center for Japanese Studies, Summer 2005 (comparison of Japanese and 
Israeli war/peace museums) 
 
Course Development Grant, Life Sciences, Values, and Society Program, AY 2004-2005 (for 
Anthropology 232: Genes, Genealogies, Identities: Anthropological Perspectives) 
 
Research Grant, Office of the Vice President for Research, College of Literature, Science, and Arts, 
and the Life Sciences, Values, and Society Program, May 2003-May 2004 (popularization of 
science and hygiene in modern Japan) 
 
Faculty Research Grant, Center for Japanese Studies, 2003-2004 (eugenics and Japanese 
bioethics) 
 
Research Grant, Office of the Vice President for Research, College of Literature, Science, and Arts, 
and the Life Sciences, Values, and Society Program, May 2001-May 2002 (Ideologies of “blood” in 
Japan and Israel) 
 
Faculty Grant, Institute for Research on Women and Gender, Summer 2000 (Ideologies of “blood” 
in Japan and Israel) 
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Michigan Humanities Award, 1999-2000 

 
 Faculty Fellow, Institute for the Humanities, 1999-2000 (declined) 
  
 Dean's Faculty Award, College of Literature, Science and Arts, 1998-2003 
 
 Gayle Morris Sweetland Writing Center, Faculty Fellow, Winter 1997 
 
 Center for Japanese Studies Faculty Fellowship, May 1997(Cultures of Japanese colonialism) 

 
Faculty Recognition Award (recognition of external grant), 1996  

 
 Faculty Recognition Award (recognition of external grant), 1995 
 
 Career Development Award, Michigan Agenda for Women,1994 
 
 Center for Japanese Studies Faculty Grant, June 1994 (Theater and Japanese imperialism) 
 
 Project Director, East Asian National Resource Center and Fellowships (Department of Education, 

Title VI Grant for 1994-97) 
 
 Faculty Associate, Institute for the Humanities (University of Michigan), 1993-95 
 
 Faculty Fellow, Institute for the Humanities,1993-94 (alternate) 
 
 Faculty Research Grant, Center for International Business Education, June 1992 (Performing arts 

policies of the Hankyū Group) 
 
 Horace H. Rackham School of Graduate Studies, Research Grant, June 1992 (Performing arts 

policies of the Hankyū Group) 
 
 Center for Japanese Studies, Resource Development Grant, 1991-92 (Slides) 
 
 Affirmative Action Faculty Career Development Grant (UCSD), Summer 1989, Winter & Spring 

Quarters 1990 (Gender attribution in Japan) 
 
 Japanese Studies Program (UCSD), Research Grant, July 1989 (Research materials collection) 
 
 Teaching Assistantship, Department of Anthropology, Cornell University, 1981-1983 
 
 Center for International Studies Summer Grant, Cornell University, 1982 (Japanese farm manuals) 
 
 Cornell University Fellowship, 1978-1979 and 1973-1975  
 
 Graduate Fellowship, 1975-1977, University of Hawaii 
 

MAJOR EXTERNAL AWARDS/PRIZES 
 

1999 Kurt Weill Prize for outstanding scholarship in music theater for Takarazuka: Sexual Politics 
and Popular Culture in Modern Japan (University of California Press, 1998), awarded every two 
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years by the Kurt Weill Foundation for Music, American Musicological Society, American Society 
for Theatre Research, and Modern Language Association.  Award ceremony hosted by the 
American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers. 
 
Honorable Mention, Barnard Hewitt Award for outstanding research in theatre history, for 
Takarazuka: Sexual Politics and Popular Culture in Modern Japan (University of California Press, 
1998), American Society for Theatre Research, 1999. 
 
Ruth Benedict Prize for Takarazuka: Sexual Politics and Popular Culture in Modern Japan 
(University of California Press, 1998), Society of Lesbian and Gay Anthropologists, American 
Anthropological Association, 1998.  
 

UNIVERSITY AWARDS/PRIZES 
 
Julia Lockwood Certain Award, University of Michigan, 2003 

 
University of Michigan Faculty Recognition Award of 2000  

 
 LS&A Excellence in Research Award (University of Michigan), 1999, 1997, 1996  
  
 LS&A Excellence in Education Award (University of Michigan), 1998, 1993 
 

OTHER AWARDS/RECOGNITION 
 

 Fellow, American Anthropological Association (Elected 1991) 
 
First Prize, 3rd Annual Japanology Essay Contest, International Cultural Association of Kyoto, 1981 

 
 Phi Beta Kappa, Cornell University chapter, 1975 
 

EDITORIAL BOARDS  
 

Feminist Anthropology (American Anthropological Association; 2018-) 
Critical Asian Studies (Japan Editor, 2007- 2020; Editorial Board, 2020-) 
University of California Press, Editorial Board, “New Interventions in Japanese Studies” series  

(2017-) 
University of Michigan Press Executive Committee (2017-2019) 
American Anthropologist (Editorial Board, 2012-16) 
Ars Orientalis (Editorial Board, 1998-2000; 2010-17) 
Image and Gender (Tokyo, 1995-2002) 
Journal of the History of Sexuality (1991-1996) 
 

ADVISORY BOARDS AND MULTI-YEAR PROJECTS  
 
Appointed to the Distinguished Speakers Bureau (DSB), Association for Asian Studies Northeast 
Asia Council (NEAC) (April 2021-March 2024). 

 
Making Modernity in East Asia: Technologies of Everyday life, 19th-21st Centuries” (2017– 2020). 
Hong Kong Institute for the Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Hong Kong, Working 
Group on Reproductive Labor and Gynocentric Technologies in East Asia, 1800s-2000s. Founding 
members are Gonçalo Santos, (Hong Kong University), Suzanne Gottschang (Smith College), 
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and Jacob Eyferth (University of Chicago). Supported by the Hong Kong Research Grants 
Council.  
 
Associate, Research Network or the Anthropology of Technology: Future Technologies, Culture and 
Human Practices (2017-), University of Aalborg, Denmark 
 
Advisory Board, The Routledge Companion to Gender and Japanese Culture, Jennifer Coates, Lucy 
Fraser, Mark Pendleton, editors (2017-) 
 
Leiden Asia Centre, International Advisory Council, Leiden University (2016-2019)  
 
REELER (Responsible and Ethical Learning in Robotics), Advisory Board, University of Aarhus, 
Denmark (2016-) 
 
ROCA (Robot Culture and Aesthetics), Advisory Board, University of Copenhagen, Denmark (2013) 
http://kunstogkulturvidenskab.ku.dk/roca/advisory-board/ 
 
Yad Hanadiv Advisory Committee for East Asian Studies, Tel Aviv University, Israel (2014-) 
 

BOOKS 
 

2018 ROBO SAPIENS JAPANICUS: ROBOTS, GENDER, FAMILY AND THE JAPANESE NATION  
(University of California Press) https://www.ucpress.edu/blog/33490/robots-the-backstories-
robertson/). A Korean translation forthcoming in early 2024 from Nulmin Books Publishers; a 
Japanese translation is in progress.) 

 

2000 踊る帝国主義：宝塚をめぐるセクシュアルポリティクスと大衆文化 (ODORU TEIKOKUSHUGI:  

TAKARAZUKA O MEGURU SEKUSHUARU PORITEIKUSU TO TAISHŪBUNKA (DANCING 
IMPERIALISM: EXPLORING [JAPANESE] SEXUAL POLITICS AND POPULAR CULTURE IN 
THE TAKARAZUKA REVUE). Tokyo: Gendai Shokan, pp. 1-381. (Japanese translation of 
TAKARAZUKA by Hori Chieko with the assistance of Jennifer Robertson.) 
 

1998, 1999, 2001 TAKARAZUKA: SEXUAL POLITICS AND POPULAR CULTURE IN MODERN JAPAN. 
Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, pp. i-xvi, 1-278. (Simultaneous hardcover 
and paperback editions, second printing and electronic edition, and third printing, respectively.)  

 
1991, 1994, 2000 NATIVE AND NEWCOMER: MAKING AND REMAKING A JAPANESE CITY.  Berkeley 

and Los Angeles: University of California Press, pp. i-xvii, 1-235.  (Hardcover, paper, and electronic 
editions, respectively.) 

 
 EDITED VOLUMES 

 
2009  POLITICS AND PITFALLS OF JAPAN ETHNOGRAPHY: REFLEXIVITY, RESPONSIBILITY, AND 

ANTHROPOLOGICAL ETHICS.  Jennifer Robertson, editor, New York and Oxford: Routledge.  
 

2005, 2008  A COMPANION TO THE ANTHROPOLOGY OF JAPAN. Jennifer Robertson, editor. Waltham, 
MA: Blackwell Publishers 
 

2005, 2008  SAME-SEX CULTURES AND SEXUALITIES: AN ANTHROPOLOGICAL READER. 
 Jennifer Robertson, editor. Waltham, MA: Blackwell Publishers  
 

http://kunstogkulturvidenskab.ku.dk/roca/advisory-board/
https://www.ucpress.edu/blog/33490/robots-the-backstories-robertson/
https://www.ucpress.edu/blog/33490/robots-the-backstories-robertson/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url/ref=ntt_athr_dp_sr_1?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Jennifer%20Robertson
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 BOOK SERIES 
 
General Editor, COLONIALISMS (University of California Press). The Colonialisms series, which I created 
in 1999 and ended in 2010, aims to explore the historical realities, current significance, and future 
ramifications of imperialist practices with origins and boundaries outside of "the West," including 
transnational corporations and cyberspace.  Authors in the series emphasize the cultural, practical, 
experiential, affective, and aesthetic strategies of imperialist agendas and colonialist projects. The series 
also hopes to stimulate the development of theories and methodologies that may disrupt the all too easy 
binaries of East and West, North and South, colonizer and colonized. 
 
2010  E. Taylor Atkins, Primitive Selves: Koreana in the Japanese Colonial Gaze, 1910-45.  
 
2003  Heather Sharkey. Living with Colonialism: Nationalism and Culture in the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan. 
 
2003  Sabine Frühstück. Colonizing Sex: Sexology and Social Control in Modern Japan. 
 
2003  Eve Troutt Powell.  A Different Shade of Colonialism: Egypt, Great Britain, and the Mastery of the 

Sudan. 
 
2002  Ming-Cheng Lo. Doctors within Borders: Profession, Ethnicity, and Modernity in Colonial Taiwan. 
 
 ARTICLES, CHAPTERS, ONLINE PUBLICATIONS 
 
2024 “Fieldwork in Robotland: Warnings and Advice.” Special section on “Artificial 

Intelligence and Scholarly Publishing,” Historical Studies in the Natural Sciences 54(5). 
 
2024 “50 Ways to Kill a Robot.” Invited chapter, Death and Robotics, Alger Sans Pinillos, ed., SAPERE  

Studies in Applied Philosophy, Epistemology and Rational Ethics), Berlin: Springer-Verlag.  
 
2024 “ANIMALOÏDES,” pp. 51-59. In Dictionnaire Historique et Critique des Animaux, Pierre Serna,  

Benedetta Piazzesi, Véronique le Ru Malik Mellah, eds., Paris : Champ Vallon. (In French) 
 

2022 “Non, les Japonais ne vivant pas avec les robots. Entretien avec Jennifer Robertson (No, the  
Japanese do not live with robots. An interview with Jennifer Robertson).” Tempura, unmagazine 
sur le Japon, special issue “Retour vers le futur“, No. 12 (Winter 2022) : 64-67. (In French) 

 
2022 “The Househusband as an Agent of Pro-natalism.” Commentary. Current Anthropology 63 (5): 561- 

562.  
 
2022 "Technologies of Kokoro (heartmind): Imagineering Human-Robot Coexistence. Perspectives from 

Japan.” ICON: Journal of the International Committee on the History of Technology 27(1): 53-80. 
 

2022 “Glamorized Exploitation: Visual Images of Meiji-period “Factory Girls” (jokō).” Cover design and  
cover essay. Technology and Culture 63(2): 450-457. 

 
2022 “Imagineerism: Kinship, Robots, and Techno-Nationalism. Perspectives from Japan,” pp. 449-466. In  
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Handbook of the Anthropology of Technology, Maja Hojer Bruun, Ayo Wahlberg, Rachel 
Douglas-Jones, Cathrine Hasse, Klaus Hoeyer, Dorthe Brogård Kristensen and Brit Ross 
Winthereikeds, eds., New York: Palgrave Macmillan. https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-
981-16-7084-8 

 
2022 “From Tiramisù to #MeToo: Triangulations of Sex, Gender and Sexuality in Heisei Japan,” Chp. 14,  

pp.180-192. In Heisei Japan in Retrospect (1989-2019), Noriko Murai, Jeff Kingston, Tina Burrett, 
eds., New York: Routledge. https://www.routledge.com/Japan-in-the-Heisei-Era-19892019-
Multidisciplinary-Perspectives/Murai-Kingston-Burrett/p/book/9780367221676 
 

2021 “Robot Theatre (robotto engeki) in Japan: Staging Science Fiction Futures.” Mechademia: Second  
Arc 14 (1): 93-112. (Special issue on science fiction edited by Tatsuyuki Tatsumi.)  
 

2020 “No Place for Robots:  Reassessing the Bukimi no tani (“Uncanny Valley”). The Asia-Pacific Journal  
  Vol. 18, Issue 23, No. 4, Article ID 5521. https://apjjf.org/2020/23/Robertson.html. 

 
2020 “Gotai: Corporeal Aesthetics and Robotic Exoskeletons in Japan,” pp. 5-20. Designing Humans,  

Designing Robots. Cathrine Hasse and Dorte Marie Søndergaard, eds., London & New York: 
Routledge.  
 

2019 “Robots and Religiosity: Japanese Perspectives on Spirituality and Science,” pp. 39-43. AI: More  
Than Human, 16 May-26 August 2019, Barbican Centre, London.  
 

2018 “Edible Eugenics: Dietary Reform and Nation-building in Modern Japan” pp. 240-262. Jahrbuch für  
Kulinaristik: The German Journal of Food Studies and Hospitality. Band 2. (Special issue on the 
globalization of East Asian culinary culture.) 

 

2018 ”日本には「性別をねじ曲げてきた」長い歴史がある (Nihon ni wa “seibetsu o nejimagetekita”  

nagai rekishi ga aru, There is a long history of “gender-bending” in Japan).” Newsweek (Japan), 
26 October. https://www.newsweekjapan.jp/nippon/season2/2018/10/222929.php. (Translation of 
2017, The Conversation.) 

 
2018 “Robotics in Japan: Local, Global, and “Glocal” Influences and Applications,” pp. 233-240.  

TRANSOR 2018. Mark Coekelbergh, Janina Loh, Michael Funk, Joanna Seibt, Marco Nørskov, 
eds., IOS Press, Amsterdam. 

 
2018 “Looking Ahead by Going Back. Japanese robotics is imagineering a future dominated by  

nostalgia and nationalism.” Anthropology News (July 2018). 
 

2018 "Robot Reincarnation: Garbage, Artefacts, and Mortuary Rituals," pp. 153-173. Consuming Post- 
Bubble Japan. Ewa Machotka and Katarzyna Cwiertka, eds., Amsterdam University Press.  

 
2018 “Exploring Japan’s ‘Genderless’ Subculture.” CNN Style: http://www.cnn.com/style/article/genderless- 

kei-fashion-japan/index.html. 
 
2017 “Hegemonic Nostalgia, Tourism, and Nation-Making in Japan.” Tourism in South East Asia. David 

Harrison, Alan A. Lew, and Victor King. Vol. 3: The Global and the Local: Tourism, Culture and 
Identity. London & New York: Routledge. (Reprint of 1995) 

 
2017 “The Gender-Bending History of Modern Japan's 'Genderless' Males.” The Conversation, February 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-16-7084-8
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-981-16-7084-8
https://www.routledge.com/Japan-in-the-Heisei-Era-19892019-Multidisciplinary-Perspectives/Murai-Kingston-Burrett/p/book/9780367221676
https://www.routledge.com/Japan-in-the-Heisei-Era-19892019-Multidisciplinary-Perspectives/Murai-Kingston-Burrett/p/book/9780367221676
https://apjjf.org/2020/23/Robertson.html
https://www.newsweekjapan.jp/nippon/season2/2018/10/222929.php
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28. https://theconversation.com/japans-gender-bending-history-71545. Also published in The 
Independent (UK), https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/fashion/japan-s-history-of-gender-
a7607311.html, March 6, 2017. 

 

2017 “Blood Talks: Eugenic Modernity and the Creation of New Japanese,” pp 127-152, 453-466.  

Chapter 7, Duncan Williams, ed., Hapa Japan: Constructing Global Mixed Roots Japanese 

Identities and Representations. Volume 1: History. Los Angeles: University of Southern California 

Press. (Slightly altered and updated reprint of 2002.)  

 

2016 "An Oscar for Wakamaru: Robots, Gender, and Performance." ASIEN:The German Journal on 

  Contemporary Asia 140 (July): 22-35. 

 

2014 “Human Rights vs. Robot Rights: Forecasts from Japan.” Critical Asian Studies 46(4): 571-598. 

 

2014 “Hemato-Nationalism: The Past, Present, and Future of ‘Japanese Blood’.” Migrazine: Online  

Magazin von Migrantinnen für alle (http://www.migrazine.at/). Greatly abridged version of 2012. 

 

2013 “The Politics of Androgyny in Japan: Sexuality and Subversion in the Theater and 

Beyond." In Gender and Japanese Society: Critical Concepts, chp. 60, Dolores Martinez, ed., 

London: Routledge. Reprint of 1992. 

 

2013 "ロボットのジェンダー: 日本におけるポストヒューマン伝統主義" (Robotto no jendā: Nihon ni  

okeru posutohyūman dentōshugi, Gendering Robots: Posthuman Traditionalism in Japan). pp. 

277-303. Sabine Frühstück and Anne Walthall, eds.,日本人じの男らしさ:侍からオタクまで男性
性の変遷を追う(Nihonjin no otokorashisa: samurai kara otaku made danseisei no hensen o ou, 

Japanese Masculinity: Tracing the vicissitudes of maleness from samurai to otaku). Tokyo: 

Akashi Shoten. Japanese translation of 2012. 

 

2012 "From Uniqlo to NGOs: Whither Inter-Disaster Japan?" Densho (Center for Japanese Studies,  

  University of Michigan), Fall: 8-14.  

 

2012 “Hemato-Nationalism: The Past, Present, and Future of ‘Japanese Blood’.”  Medical Anthropology  

 31(2) 93-112.  

 

2012 “From Uniqlo to NGOs: The Problematic ‘Culture of Giving’ in Inter-Disaster Japan.”  The Asia- 

Pacific Journal, Vol. 10, Issue 18, No. 2. Available online at http://japanfocus.org/-Jennifer-

Robertson/3747. 

 

2011 "Post-'Beautiful Japan': Robots, Rubble, and Radiation." Densho (Center for Japanese Studies, 

University of Michigan), Fall: 6-9. 

 

2011 “Rubble, Radiation and Robots.” The American Interest, Autumn, 7(1): 122-125. 

 

2011 “Gendering Robots: Posthuman Traditionalism in Japan,” pp. 405-426. Sabine Frühstück and 

Anne Walthall, eds., Recreating Japanese Men. Berkeley: University of California Press.  

 

2010 “Eugenics in Japan: Sanguineous Repair,” pp. 430-448. Alison Bashford and Phillipa Levine, eds.,  

The Oxford Handbook of the History of Eugenics. Oxford University Press. Winner of the 2011 

Cantemir Prize, awarded by the Berendel Foundation. (The Cantemir Prize is awarded to an 

https://theconversation.com/japans-gender-bending-history-71545
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/fashion/japan-s-history-of-gender-a7607311.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/fashion/japan-s-history-of-gender-a7607311.html
http://www.migrazine.at/
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outstanding monograph on and inspired by the ideas, values, and traditions of intercultural 

humanism.) 

 

2010 Theory, Culture & Society Blogspot Interview with Tomoko Tamari on gendering robots.  

September. Accessible at http://theoryculturesociety.blogspot.com/  
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AI,” Philadelphia Museum of Art, 16 November. 
 
2019 “Robo sapiens japanicus: Robots, Gender, Family, and the Japanese Nation—with a focus on 

robotics and disability.” Invited lecture (in English and Japanese), Abé Colloquium, International 
House of Japan, Tokyo, 7 June. 
 

2019 “Gendering AI and Robots: Robo-Sexism in Japan and the United States.” Invited lecture, Institute  
of Comparative Culture, Sophia University, Tokyo, 6 June. 

 
2019 “Gendering Robots: Robo-Sexism and Retro-Tech in Japan.” Invited lecture, Global Studies in the  

Arts and Humanities (GSAH), Global Perspectives Spring Symposium 2019, International Center, 
Michigan State University, 29 March. 

 
2019 “Japanese Sexualities Before and After ‘Sexology’.” Roundtable on Pedagogical Approaches to  

Sexual Minorities in Curriculum Development. Global Studies in the Arts and Humanities (GSAH),  
Global Perspectives Spring Symposium 2019. Michigan State University, 29 March. 

 
2019 “Digital Hormones: Emotional Humanoids and Spiritual Humans.” Invited lecture, Asia Center  

Seminar Series on Science and Technology, Department of the History of Science, Harvard 
University, 11 March. 
 

2019 “Facing Robots: The ‘Japanese’ Face(s) of Embodied AI.” Panel presentation, Race and Modern  
and Contemporary Japanese Visual Culture, College Art Association (CAA) Annual Meeting, New 
York, 13-16 February. 
 

2018 “Robots, Gender, Retro-Tech.” Invited “Book Talk” on Robo Sapiens Japanicus: Robots, Gender, 
Family and the Japanese State, Institute for Research on Women and Gender (IRWG), University 
of Michigan, 5 December. 
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2018 Discussant for the panel, “Between Imperial Pasts and Humanoid Futures: A Session in Dialogue  
with Jennifer Robertson,” 10:15-12:00, organized by Gabriele Koch and ann-elise lewallen, 
American Anthropological Association, 117th Annual Meeting, San Jose, CA, 14-18 November, 17 
November.  

 
2018 “Gendering AI and Robots: Robo-Sexism in Japan.” Invited lecture, University of Missouri, St.  

Louis, 31 October. 
 
2018 “Gendering AI and Robots: Robo-Sexism in Japan.” Invited lecture, Christ College Symposium  

Series, Valparaiso University, 18 October. 
 
2018 “Gendering AI and Robots: Robo-Sexism in Japan.” Invited lecture, Bowdoin College, 12 October. 
 
2018 “Robots and Reincarnation: Intersections of Technology and Spirituality in Japan.” Keynote  

lecture, international conference on “The Non-Human in Japanese Society and Culture,” 
University of Victoria, Canada, 21-24 September, 24 September. 
 

2018 “Gendering AI and Robots: Robo-Sexism in Japan.” Lansdowne Lecture, University of Victoria,  
 Canada, 21 September. 

 
2018 “Retro-Robotics: Technology, Nostalgia, and Japan’s Tomorrow.” Keynote Lecture, Research  
 Network for the Anthropology of Technology, University of Aalborg, Denmark, 3 May. 
 
2018 “Robots and Caregiving in Japan: Treating a Society in Trauma.” Keynote Lecture,  

Institute for Area Studies, Leiden University, 24 April. 
 
2018 “Gendering AI and Robots: Robo-Sexism in Japan.” Invited lecture, Department of Religious  

Studies, University of Alabama, 26 March. 
 
2018 “Gendering AI and Robots: Robo-Sexism in Japan.”  Invited lecture, Jackson Bailey Memorial  
 Lecture, Institution for Education on Japan, Earlham College, 21 March. 
 
2018 “Hegemonic Bipedalism: Robotic Exoskeletons and the Limits of Corporeal Aesthetics.”  

Paper for the workshop, “Robotics in Japan: Distinguishing Local, Global, and ‘Glocal’, Influences 
and Applications,” organized by Jennifer Robertson and Marco Nøskov (University, Denmark), for 
the international conference, Robophilosophy 2018 – Envisioning Robots In Society: Politics, 
Power, And Public Space, University of Vienna, Austria, 14-17 February. 

 
2017 “’Autonomous’ Cars: Reality Check from Japan.” Invited conference panel presentation: “The  

University of Michigan and Japan's Auto Industry: An Enduring Partnership,” Center for Japanese 
Studies, University of Michigan, 9 November. 

 
2017 “Cyborg Able-ism: Critical Insights from the Not So ‘Uncanny Valley’ of Japan.” Invited lecture,  

Department of East Asian Languages and Cultural Studies, University of California, Santa Barbara, 
12 October. 
 

2017 “Cyborg Able-ism: Critical Insights from the Not So ‘Uncanny Valley’ of Japan.” Invited lecture,  
Center for Japanese Studies, University of Michigan, public lecture series, 14 September. 

 
2017 “Gendering AI and Robots: Robo-Sexism in Japan.”  Departmental  

Colloquium, Department of the History of Art, University of Michigan, 29 March. 
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2017 “Robo sapiens Japanicus: Robot companions and caregivers in Japan.”  Nagai Kafu  

Annual Lecture, Kalmazoo College, Kalamazoo, MI, 1 March. 
 
2017 “Gendering Robots: Robo-Sexism and Retro-Gender Politics in Japan Today.” Invited lecture, 

Department of Anthropology, University of Copenhagen, Denmark, 3 February.  
 
2016 “Robot Theatre: Gender and Gesture.” Panel Presentation, Reconfiguring Embodiment: Techno- 

Corporeal Entanglements and Postcolonial Biopolitics, National Women’s Studies Association 
(NWSA) annual conference, Montreal, Quebec, Canada, 10 November. 

 
2016 “Cyborg Able-ism: Critical Insights from the Not So ‘Uncanny Valley’ of Japan.” Invited plenary lecture 

(19 October), Robophilosophy 2016/ TRANSOR (Transdisciplinary Studies of Social Robotics) 
2016, an international conference organized by the Department for Culture and Society, Section for 
Philosophy and History of Ideas, Aarhus University, Denmark, 17-21 October. 

 
2016 "Robot Dramaturgy: Gender and Gesture."  Invited lecture, Department of East Asian Studies, Tel  
            Aviv University, Israel, 24 May. 
 
2016 “Robo-Sexism and Retro-Robotics in Japan: The Banality of Gender(ed) Technologies.” Invited  

panel presentation, International Workshop: Endangered Bodies, Tel Aviv University, Israel, 23 
May. 

 
2016 “Japan's Gendered Robots: Robo-Sexism and Retro-Tech.” Invited lecture, Mt. Holyoke College, 8  

April. 
 
2016 “Robots in (Japanese) Society and Nufonia Must Fall.”  Invited Panelist, University Musical Society 

panel discussion with Kid Koala, University of Michigan, 12 March. 
(http://ums.org/performance/panel-how-human-robot-interaction-is-changing-the-world/) 

 
2016 "Citizen Robot: Human Rights vs. Robot Rights—Forecasts from Japan." Invited Keynote Lecture,  

International Conference, "Cyber-Ethics: Robot/ AI/, Human/" University of Alaska, Anchorage, 27 
February. 

 
2015 "Robot Dramaturgy: Gender and Gesture."  Invited lecture, Department of History and Cultural  

Studies/Seminar in East Asian Studies, Freie Universität, Germany, 17 December. 
 
2015 "Cyborg Able-ism: Imperfect Perfection?” Invited lecture, Graduate School of East Asian Studies,  

Freie Universität Berlin, Germany, 16 December.  
 

2015 "Robot Theatre: Gendering Verbal and Non-Verbal Dialogues" (ジェンだーに基づくロボット 

演劇ー口頭および非口頭の台詞).  Invited lecture, School of Social Sciences, Waseda University, 

Tokyo, Japan, 3 November. 
 
2015 “Robo sapiens japanicus: Human-Robot Coexistence and the Future of “Society” in Japan.”  Invited  

mini-seminar East Asian Studies Program at the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona, Catalonia, 
Spain, 23 June-6 July. The four lecture-seminars were: Social History of Automatons and Robots, 
Gendering Robots, Robots and Healthcare, and Human Rights vs. Robot Rights.  

 
2015 “Beyond 'Killing the Self': Modes and Meanings of Suicides in Japan.” Invited lecture, Harold A.  
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Korn "Final Friday" Series on College Student Mental Health, University of Michigan, 27 March. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r3z1_9l4N24&feature=emb_logo 

 
2015 “Machida Kumi: Through the Möbius Keyhole.”  Invited lecture followed by a conversation/public Q  

& A with Japanese neo-nihonga artist, Machida Kumi.  "Child's Play: Multi-Sensory Histories of 
Children and Childhood in Japan and Beyond," University of California at Santa Barbara, 27-28 
February, 28 February. 
 

2015 “Robot Dramaturgy: Gender and Gesture.” Invited lecture, East Asian Languages Department,  
University of California, Irvine, 16 January. 
 

2014 “Robots and Reincarnation.” Invited lecture, “From Garbage to Art” Workshop, Leiden University,  
Leiden, The Netherlands, 7 November. 

2014 “Revues and Robots: Gender kata 型 and Techno-Dramaturgy in the Takarazuka Revue and  

Beyond.”  Invited lecture, International Conference: Performing Japanese Traditions: Dramatics, 
Esoterics, Poetics, Erotics. Department of East Asian Studies, and the Departments of Theatre and 
of Cinema, Tel Aviv University, Israel, 15-17 June, 17 June. 
 

2014 “Disaster Amnesia and the Politics of Memorialization in Post-3/11 Japan.” Invited lecture,  
Departments of East Asian Studies and Sociology and Anthropology, Tel Aviv University, Israel, 9 
June. 

 
2014 “Human-Robot Relations in Japan.” Invited lecture, “CyberAsia,” K-12 Educators Workshop in  

Asian Studies, International Institute, University of Michigan, 17 May. 
 

2014 “Robo-Sexism and Retro-Robotics.” Keynote Lecture, “Gender, Bodies & Technology: Performing  
the Human,” Virginia Tech University, Blacksburg, Virginia, 1-3 May. 
 

2014 “Cyborg Able-ism.” Invited lecture, “Designing Robots – Designing Humans,” Aarhus University  
(Copenhagen Campus), Denmark, 27 March. 
 

2014 “Robot Rights vs. Human Rights in Japan.” Invited lecture, “Designing Robots – Designing  
Humans,” Aarhus University (Copenhagen Campus), Denmark, 26 March. 

 
2014 “Robot Genders.” Invited lecture, Asian Dynamics Initiative, University of Copenhagen, Denmark,  

25 March.  
 

2014 “Disaster Amnesia in Japan.” Invited lecture, “Japan in Disaster,” Presidential Dream Lecture 
Series, University of Oklahoma, 7 February.  

 
2014 “Robot Rights vs Human Rights: Forecasts from Japan. Invited lecture, Department of Literature,  

University of California at San Diego, 28 January. 
 
2013 “Robot Caregivers and Robo-therapy in Japan: Treating the “Trauma” of Aging,” Invited lecture,  

Research Focus Group Reinventing Japan and the Interdisciplinary Humanities Center,  
University of California at Santa Barbara, 26 November. 

 
2013 “Robot Rights, Robot Ethics.”  Invited lecture, Edmund J. Safra Center for Ethics, Tel Aviv  

University, Israel, 4 June. 
 
2013 “Robot Rights vs. Human Rights: Forecasts from Japan.” Invited lecture, The Cohn Institute for the  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r3z1_9l4N24&feature=emb_logo
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History and Philosophy of Science and Ideas, Tel Aviv University, Israel, 27 May.  
 

2013 “Robot Rights vs. Human Rights: Forecasts from Japan.” Invited lecture, The Bar-Hillel Colloquium 
for the History, Philosophy and Sociology of Science, an annual lecture series sponsored by the 
Edelstein Center (The Hebrew University, Givat Ram campus), the Cohn Institute (Tel Aviv 
University) and the Van Leer Institute (Jerusalem), Edelstein Center, Jerusalem, Israel, 22 May.  

 
2013 “Blood is a Many-Splendored Thing: Eugenics, Nationality, and Citizenship in Japan.”  

The annual Stanley Spector Memorial Lecture, Washington University, St. Louis, 12 April. 
 

2012 “良妻賢ボット: ロボットのジェンダー、ロボット学のレトロイズム（Ryōsai Kenbotto: robotto  

no jendā, robottogaku no returoizumu, Good Wife, Wise Mother-bot: Robot gender, retroism in 
robotics).” Invited lecture, Cognitive Neuroscience Robotics Project, Department of Systems 
Innovation, Graduate School of Engineering Science, Osaka University, Japan, 25 October. 

 

2012 “Ryōsai Kenbotto (良妻賢ボット, Good Wife, Wise Mother-bot): Robot Gender and Robo-Sexism  

in Japan. Invited lecture, Department of Chinese, Translation and Linguistics, City University of 
Hong Kong, Hong Kong, 11 October. 

 
2012 “Beyond ‘Japanese’ Blood: Citizenship Options and Futures.” Keynote Lecture, Modes of  

Japanese Multiculturalism: Coexistence and Marginality, Japan Foundation Summer Institute, 
Department of East Asian Languages and Cultural Studies, University of California at Santa 
Barbara, 20-24 June. 

 
2011 “Edible Eugenics in Japan: Vitamins, Blood Tonics, and Nation-Building.” Keynote Lecture,  

International conference on “Food in Zones of Conflict,” Leiden University, The Netherlands,19 
August. 

 
2010 "Gendering (Humanoid) Robots: Robo-sexism and Retro-Technology in Japan."  Keynote Lecture,  

International Symposium: Asian Diversity in a Global Context, Asian Dynamics Initiative, 
University of Copenhagen, Denmark,11 November.  

 
2010 “Blood and Beauty: Eugenic Modernity and Empire in Japan.” Invited lecture, Weatherhead  

Center for International Affairs, Harvard University, 27 April. 
 
2010 “Performing Eugenics and Eugenic Performances in Japan: The Takarazuka Revue Then and  

Humanoid Robots Today.” Invited lecture, Asian Popular Culture Symposium, Bowling Green 
University, 16 April.  

 
2010 “Robo-Sexism in Japan: How the Robot Got Its Gender.” Invited lecture, Oberlin University, 9 April.  
 
2010 “Robo-sexism in Japan: Gendering Humanoid Robots.” Asian Studies Colloquium Series, invited 

lecture, University of California at Santa Barbara, 11 March. 
 
2010 “A Robot in Every Home: Images of Japanese Society Tomorrow.” Invited lecture, Faculty of  

Humanities, Leiden University, The Netherlands, 5 February. 
 
2009 American Anthropological Association, discussant for the panel, “Anthropology in Troubled 

Times,“ Philadelphia, 6 December. 
 
2009 “Multimodal Ethnography.” Invited seminar, Department of Asian Languages and Cultural Studies,  

http://asiandynamics.ku.dk/asian_diversity_conference/keynotes/jennifer_robertson/abstract/
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University of California at Santa Barbara, 30 October. 
 
2009 “Blood, the Raw Material of ‘Race’: Miss Nippon's ‘Jewish Face’ and Racial Hygiene (minzoku 

eisei) in Japan.” Invited lecture, The Shapell-Guerin Chair in Jewish Studies/History Department 
Speaker series, “Holocaust, Genocides and Race Relations in World History,” the interdisciplinary 
studies group, “Origins of Race and Racism,” East Asian Studies Center, Gender Studies 
Program, and History Department, University of Southern California, 29 October. 
 

2009 “Gendering Robots: Posthuman Sexism in Japan.” Keynote Lecture, Israel Asian Studies  
 Association, Tel Aviv, Israel, 3 June.  
 

2009 “Ema-gined Community: Votive Tablets (ema 絵馬) and Strategic Ambivalence in Wartime 

 Japan.” Invited lecture, Asian Studies Department, Haifa University, Haifa, Israel, 20 May. 
 
2009 “Gendering Robots: Posthuman Sexism in Japan.”  Invited lecture in the “Cool Japan” series 

sponsored by Comparative Media Studies, Women’s and Gender Studies, and Foreign 
Languages and Literatures, MIT, 5 March. 

 
2009 “Roboticizing Retirement: Humanoid Robots and Eldercare in Japan.” Invited lecture, Osher Life 

Long Learning Distinguished Lecture Series, Ann Arbor, MI, 13 January. 
 
2008 "Robo sapiens japanicus: Humanoid Robots, Gender, and Reactionary Postmodernism in Japan."  
 Invited lecture, Department of Anthropology, Butler University, 24 September. 
 
2008 “Gendering Robots: Posthuman Sexism in Japan.”  Invited lecture, Department of Asian and East  

European Languages and Literatures, University of Maryland, 9 September.  
 
2008 “Gendering Robots: The Shape(liness) of Embodied Intelligence.” Guest seminar, Department of  

Sociology and Anthropology, Tel Aviv University, 2 June. 
 
2008 “Aging,Trauma and Robotherapy in Japan.” Invited lecture, International Conference:  

“Psychology on the Couch,” Van Leer Institute, Jerusalem, Israel, 29 May. 
 
2008 “Science Fiction as Public Policy in Japan: Humanoid Robots, Posthumans, and Innovation 25.” 
 Invited lecture, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, D.C., 24 April.  

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/japans-declining-population-clearly-problem-whats-the-
solution 

 
2008 "Humanoid Robots, Gender, and Reactionary Postmodernism in Japan." Invited lecture,  
 Department of East Asian Studies, Princeton University, 23 April. 
 
2008 “ReFUSING FASHION: REI KAWAKUBO.” Panelist, Detroit Museum of Contemporary Art, 19 

April. 
 

2008 “Gendering Robots: Posthuman Aesthetics in Japan.” Invited paper, Symposium on “Masculinities 
 in Japan,” University of California, Santa Barbara, 31 January-2 February. 

 
2007 “Robo sapiens japanicus: Humanoid Robots and the Posthuman Family." Invited lecture, Center  

for Japanese Studies, University of Michigan, 1 November. 
 
2007 “Robo sapiens japanicus: Humanoid Robots and the Posthuman Family." Invited lecture,  

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/japans-declining-population-clearly-problem-whats-the-solution
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/japans-declining-population-clearly-problem-whats-the-solution
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Department of East Asian Studies, Science Technology and Society, Women and Gender 
Studies, University of Texas-Austin, 22 October. 

 
2007 "Living with Humanoid Robots: Imagining Japanese Society in 2025."  Invited lecture at the 
 Japanese Embassy, Tel Aviv, Israel, 27 July. 
 
2007 “Robo sapiens japanicus: Humanoid Robots and the Posthuman Family." 2007 Horowitz Core 
 Lecture in Sociology and Anthropology, Tel Aviv University, Israel, 7June.  

 
2007 “Blood as a Cultural Resource in Japan.”  Invited lecture, Department of East Asian Studies, Tel 

Aviv University, Israel, 15 May. 
 

2007 “Ethnicity and Gender in the Wartime Japanese Revue Theater.”  Invited presentation,  
International conference on Japan to honor Professor Ben-Ami Shillony, Hebrew University, 
Jerusalem, Israel, 29 April. 
 

2007 “Works and Lives: Anthropologist Jennifer Robertson.”  Invited presentation in the WALS series, 
Department of Anthropology, University of Tokyo, 16 March. 

 
2007 “Japanese Cyborgs” and “Sex, Gender and Sexuality in Japan: Learning from Takarazuka.”  Two  

invited seminars, Department of Sociology, Osaka University, 3 February. 
 

2007 “Border Crossings: Androgyny and Humanoid Robots” Two invited lectures, Department of  
 Anthropology, University of Tokyo, 16 & 23 January. 
 
2006 Discussant, for the panel, “Homefronts: The Militarization of the Everyday in the   

U.S., South Korea and Japan,” American Anthropological Association, San Jose, CA, 16 
November. 
 

2006 “Robo sapiens japanicus: Humanoid Robots and Eugenics in Japan Today.”  Invited lecture,  
Toshiba Lecture Series, DePauw University, Indiana, 4 October. 
 

2006 “Robo sapiens japanicus: Humanoid Robots and Popular Culture in Japan.”  Invited lecture,  
Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, D.C., 4 May. 
 

2006 “Artificial Humans (jinzō ningen) in Japan.” Grant Goodman Distinguished Lecture in Japanese 
Studies, University of Kansas, 24 April. 

 
2006 “Robot Nation: Artificial Humans (jinzō ningen) in Japan.” Fifth Annual Bernard Gallin Lecture in 

Asian Anthropology, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, 19 April. 
 

2006 "Anthropometry and Animatronics: Third-Wave Eugenics in Japan Today."  Invited presentation,  
Eugenics: Interdisciplinary and Comparative Studies of Modernity, Nationalism and Colonialism: 
An International Conference, University of Southern California, 24-25 March. 
 

2005 “Eugenic Colonialism: Japanese Blood Ideology.” Invited lecture, “Colonialism and  
Anthropology: An International Symposium,” National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka, Japan,19 
December.  

 
2005 "Relentless Presentism: Postgender as Prehistory in Contemporary Japanese Art."  Invited 
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keynote address for the exhibition, “Gender Identity in Japanese Art,” Tikotin Museum of 
Japanese Art, Haifa, Israel, 9 December 2005. 
 

2005 “Talking Feet: Performance and Performativity in Japanese Eugenics.” Invited presentation at the 
Midwest Japan Seminar, University of Michigan, 29 October. 
 

2005 “Robots and Reproduction: The Eugenics of Japanese Modernity.” Invited lecture for the Institute  
for Advanced Studies, University of Minnesota, 20 October. 

 
2005 “Robot Revue: Anthropometry as Performance in the Takarazuka Revue.” Invited presentation for 

the Asian Bodies in Performance Workshop, University of Minnesota, 20 October. 
 

2005 “Talking Feet: Performance and Performativity in Japanese Eugenics.” Invited presentation for  
the Center for Japanese Studies, Noon Lecture Series, University of Michigan, 10 February. 

 
2005 “Blood—In All of Its Senses—As a Cultural Resource.” Invited presentation, Cultural Resources 

Workshop, Department of Anthropology, University of Tokyo, 8 January. 
 

2004 “Robots and Reproduction: The Eugenics of Japanese Modernity.” Invited presentation,  
 Science, Technology and Society Program colloquium, University of Michigan, 22 November. 
 
2004 “Talking Feet: Performance and Performativity in Japanese Eugenics.” Invited presentation at the  

University of California at Davis, Departments of Anthropology and East Asian Studies, 26 April. 
 

2004 “Talking Feet: Performance and Performativity in Japanese Eugenics.” Invited presentation at  
 Stanford University, Department of Cultural and Social Anthropology, 19 April. 
 
2004 “The Making of Takarazuka: Fieldwork in Japan.” Invited presentation to faculty at Kalamazoo 
 College, 7 April. 
 
2004 “Talking Feet: Eugenics as Performance in Modern Japan.” Invited presentation at Kalamazoo  
 College. 7 April. 

 
2004 “Balkanizing Bioethics: Dehistoricization and “East Asian” Bioethics.”  Presentation for the  
 Bioethics, Values and Society Faculty Seminar, University of Michigan, 23 March. 
 
2004 “Bioethical Dilemmas: Discrimination and Hansen’s Disease in Japan.”  Invited lecture at the 

Annual SELSS (Students Exploring the Life Sciences and Society) Conference, University of 
Michigan, 19 March. 
 

2004 “Eugenics, War and History: Demystifying ‘East Asian’ Bioethics.” Presented at the Fifth Asian  
Bioethics Conference, concurrent with the Ninth International Tsukuba Bioethics Roundtable, 
Tsukuba Science City, Japan, 15 February. 
 

2004 “Out and Outspoken in Life and Love: Yoshiya Nobuko and Girls’ Culture in Japan.” Invited  
 Lecture at Duke University sponsored by the Center for LGBT Life, 9 February. 

 
2004 “Japan and the Teaching of Sexualities; or, What Tom Cruise Never Learned About the Samurai.”  

Invited presentation for the Workshop on Teaching Sexuality, University of Michigan, 23 January. 
 
2003 “’Culture’ in American Anthropology Today.” Invited presentation at Tokyo University, Department 
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 of Anthropology, Tokyo, Japan, 4 November. 
 

2003 “Sex, Gender and Sexuality in (Japan) Anthropology.” Invited presentation (in Japanese and  
English) at Kyoto University, Department of Sociology, Kyoto, Japan, 29 October. 
 

2003 Chair, Invited plenary panel: Status and Features of Ethnography in Japan Anthropology, 10th  
International Conference of the European Association for Japanese Studies, Warsaw, Poland, 28 
August 2003. 
 

2003 “’Japan’ in American Anthropology.”  Invited plenary panel presentation: Status and 
Features of Ethnography in Japan Anthropology, 10th International Conference of the European 
Association for Japanese Studies, Warsaw, Poland, 28 August. 
 

2003 “Talking Feet: Eugenics as Performance in Modern Japan, or Why ‘Eugenics’ Is Not a Bad Word 
in Japan.”  Invited presentation for the Bioethics Program lecture series, University of Michigan 
Medical School, co-sponsored by Life Sciences, Values and Society Program, 15 April. 
 

2003 “Talking Feet: Eugenics as Performance in Imperial Japan."  Invited to present the annual Mather 
Lecture in Asian Studies, University of Minnesota, 11 April. 
 

2003 Organizer and Chair, “Tropics of History: Genealogical Forces and Fictions in East Asia,” panel  
for the annual meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, New York, March 28.  
 

2003 “Eugenical Phantasms: Embellishments and Erasures in Japanese Science History.” Paper  
presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, New York, March 28. 

 
2002 “Blood Talks: Eugenic Modernity and the Creation of New Japanese.” Invited presentation to the 

Department of Anthropology, University of California, Santa Barbara, 15 March. 
 
2001 “Reflexivity: An Anthropological Conundrum.” Discussant for the panel, “Going Native in Asia,”  

100th annual meeting of the American Anthropological Association, 29 November. 
 

2001 “Blood Talks: Eugenic Modernity and the Creation of New Japanese.”  Invited presentation 
sponsored by the Institute for Global Studies, Center for the Study of Women, Gender, and 
Sexuality, and Department of Anthropology, Johns Hopkins University, 11 October. 

 
2001 “Japanese Cyborg: Miss Nippon, Eugenics, and the Wartime Body Project.”  Invited presentation  

sponsored by the Gender and Society, and the Lesbian, Gay and Queer Studies Workshops, 
University of Chicago, 18 April. 
 

2001 “Images and Ideologies of Sexual Ambivalence in Japan.”  Invited lecture-seminar for  
Women’s/LGBT Studies, University of Michigan, 2 April 2000. 

 
2001 “Eugenic Nation: Blood, Sex and Marriage in the Japanese Empire.” Paper presented at the 

Ethnohistory Workshop, Departments of History and Anthropology, University of Pennsylvania, 22 
March. 
 

2000 “Interpreting Visual Images.”  Invited workshop seminar for history graduate students, University  
of Iowa, 17 November 2000. 

 
2000 “Japanese Cyborg: Miss Nippon, Eugenics, and the Wartime Body Project.” Invited paper  
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presented at the University of Iowa, 17 November 2000. 
 
2000 "Eugenic Nation: Blood, Sex, and Marriage in the Japanese Empire." Invited paper presented for   
 the Department of Anthropology, Harvard University, 25 September. 
 
2000 “‘Blood’ and the Politics of Assimilation in the Japanese Empire.”  Paper presented at the Israeli 
 Anthropological Association, annual meetings, Jerusalem, Israel, 24 May. 
 
2000 Organizer and Chair, “Bodies of ‘Blood’,” panel for the Israeli Anthropological Association, annual 
 meetings, Jerusalem, Israel, 24-25 May. 

 
2000 “Japanese Cyborg: Miss Nippon, Eugenics, and the Wartime Body Project.”   Invited paper   

presented under the auspices of the “Fund to Encourage Women” (FEW), University of 
Pennsylvania, 5 April 2000. 

 
2000 Organizer and Chair, “Utopias of Japanese Colonialism,” panel for the Association for Asian  
 Studies, annual meetings, San Diego, 11 March (see above). 
 
2000 “To Mix or Not to Mix: ‘Blood’ and the Politics of Assimilation in Imperial Japan.”  Paper  
 presented at the Association for Asian Studies, annual meetings, San Diego, 11 March. 
 
2000 “Miss Japan: Eugenics and other Technologies of the Female Body in Wartime Japan."  

Invited paper sponsored by the Departments of Anthropology and East Asian Studies, 
presented at the University of Illinois, 3 February. 

 
1999 "Japanese Cyborg: Eugenics, Miss Nippon, and Wartime Technologies of Beauty."  Invited public 

lecture presented at the Internationales Forschungzentrum Kulturwissenschaften, Vienna, Austria, 
20 December. 

 
1999 "Flower Power: Yoshiya Nobuko and Lesbian Sexualities in Modern Japan."  Invited paper 

presented at the public lecture series, "Neue Geschicten der Sexualitaet: Beispiele aus Asien und 
Europa, 1700-2000," University of Vienna, Austria, 17December. 
 

1999 “Prayerful Protest: Votive Paintings (Ema) in Wartime Japan.”  Invited public lecture presented at the 
Institute for Japanese Studies, University of Vienna, Austria, 16 December. 

 
1999 "Japanese Cyborg: Eugenics, Miss Nippon, and Wartime Technologies of Beauty.” 

lecture presented under the auspices of the Gender Studies Program and the Institute of Japanese 
Studies, Leipzig University, Germany, 15 December. 

 
1999 "Sexuality and Shopping: Eugenics and Female Citizenship in Urban Japan, 1920-1940.” 

Invited paper presented at the Department of Anthropology, Sociology, Psychology and 
Egyptology, American University in Cairo, Egypt, 2 November. 

 
1999 "New Halfs and Other Japanese Androgynes."  Invited lecture to open the public symposium, 

“Desiring Asia: Gender, Identity and Sexuality in Contemporary Asia,” at the University of North 
Carolina, 23 September. 

 
1999 "Japanese Cyborg: ‘Miss Nippon’ and Popular Eugenics in Wartime Japan."  Invited paper presented 

at the Department of East Asian Studies, Stanford University, 6 May. 
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1999 “Japanese Cyborg: Beauty Contests and Popular Eugenics in Wartime Japan (and Beyond).”  
 The annual “Twentieth-Century Japan Lecture” hosted by the University of Pittsburgh, 29 March. 
 
1999 "Dying to Tell: Sexuality and Suicide in Imperial Japan."  Invited graduate seminar (organized around 

Takarazuka), East Asian Studies, University of British Columbia, 1 February. 
 
1999 "Miss Nippon: Beauty, Blood and Body in Wartime Japan."  Invited public lecture presented at the 

University of British Columbia, 1 February.  
 

1999 "Picturing Eugenics: Beauty, Blood and Body in Wartime Japan.”  Invited paper presented at the 
 Department of the History of Art, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 22 January. 
 
1998 "Sexuality and Shopping: Eugenics and Female Citizenship in Urban Japan, 1920-1940."  Invited  

paper presented at the international workshop, "Rethinking Urban and Mass Culture in 1920s and 
1930s Japan: Representations, Politics, Identities and Subject Formations."  Ostasiatisches 
Seminar, University of Zürich, 19-20 October. 

 
1998 Discussant (by proxy) at the conference, "Fanning the Flames: Fandom and Consumer Culture in 

Contemporary Japan," Council on East Asian Studies, Yale University, 18-20 September. 
 
1998 Chair and Discussant, "Sleep, Sex, and Sukiyaki: Managing Desire in Twentieth-Century Japan." 

Panel presentation at the International Convention on Asian Studies (ICAS), Noordwijkerhout, The 
Netherlands, 25-28 June. 

 
1998 "Miss Japan: Beauty, Blood and Body in Wartime Japan."  Invited paper presented to the Department 

of Sociology/Women's Studies, "Ueno Chizuko Seminar," Tokyo University, Tokyo, Japan, 14 May.  
 
1998 "Miss Japan: Eugenics and the Cult of Beauty in Wartime Japan."  Invited paper presented at the joint 

public lecture series, Departments of Anthropology and History of Art, Chiba University, Chiba, 
Japan, 13 May. 

 
1998 "Miss Japan: Beauty, Blood and Body in Imperial Japan."  Invited paper presented at the East Asian 

Visual Culture Seminar lecture series, Center for Literary and Cultural Studies, Harvard University, 
3 April.   

 
1997 "Beauty as Beast: The Miss Japan Contest in Wartime Japan."  Invited keynote address presented at 

the first Asian Studies Conference, Lewis and Clark College, Portland, Oregon, 15 November. 
 
1997 "Miss Japan: Beauty, Blood and Body in Imperial Japan."  Invited paper presented at the University of 

Oregon, Eugene, 14 November. 
 
1997 "Miss Japan: Beauty, Blood and Body in Imperial Japan."  Invited paper presented at the symposium, 

"Tradition, Self, and the Japanese Social Order," Cornell University, 26-28 September. 
 
1997 "Playing Empire: The Politics of Recreation in Wartime Japan."  Invited paper presented at the Public 

Lecture Series, "Games and the Culture of Play in Japan," Freie Universität, Berlin, 25 June. 
 
1997 "Gender, Japan, and Anthropology."  Invited seminar and discussion presented at the Department of 

Anthropology and Sociology, Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, 4 June. 
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1997 "Historicizing Androgyny in Japan: Gender, Sexuality, and Strategic Ambivalence." Invited public 
lecture presented at Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Israel, 3 June. 

 
1997 "Staging Colonialism: Theater and the New World Order in Wartime Japan." Invited paper presented 

at the Einstein Forum, Potsdam, 21 May. 
 
1997 "Beauty and Blood: Body Politics and "Race Reform" in Imperial Japan." Paper presented at the 

Fellows' Colloquium, Wissenschaftskolleg zu Berlin (Institute for Advanced Study, Berlin), 6 May. 
 
1997 "Historicizing Androgyny in Japan: Gender, Sexuality, and Strategic Ambivalence."  Invited paper 

presented at the Zentrum für Interdisziplinäre Frauen- und Geschlecterforschung, Technische 
Universität, Berlin, 24 April. 

 
1997 "When and Where Japan Enters: Postwar American Anthroplogy."  Invited paper presented at 

Cambridge University, Cambridge, 28 February. 
 
1997 "Japanese Androgynies: Sexual Subversions On and Off Stage."  Invited paper presented at Oxford 

Brookes University, Oxford, co-sponsored by Oxford University, 27 February. 
 
1997 "Japanese Androgynies: Sexual Subversions On and Off Stage."  Invited paper presented at the 

School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS), London, 26 February. 
 
1996 "Public Confessions: Introducing Japanese Votive Tablets (ema)."  Invited paper presented at the 

Public Lecture Series, University of Copenhagen, Denmark, 27 September.  
 
1996 "Prayerful Dissent: Votive Tablets (ema) in Wartime Japan."  Invited paper presented at the 

Department of Asian Studies, University of Copenhagen, Denmark, 26 September. 
 
1996 Chair and Organizer, "Diet, Discipline, and Diagnosis: Social Hygiene in Wartime and Postwar Japan."  

Panel presented at the 48th Annual Meeting of the Association for Asian Studies, Honolulu, 11-14 
April. 

 
1996 "When and Where Japan Enters: American Anthropology, 1945 to the Present." Invited paper 

presented at the Japan Forum, Reischauer Institute, Harvard University, 21 March. 
 
1995 "Internationalization as Nostalgia in Japan Today."  Invited paper presented at the Public Lecture 

Series, Copenhagen Business School, Copenhagen, Denmark, 12 December. 
 
1995 "Fan Pathology and the Ambivalence of National Identity."  Invited paper presented at the Department 

of Asian Studies, University of Copenhagen, Denmark, 12 December. 
 
1995 "Japanese Androgynies: Sexual Subversions On and Off Stage."  Invited paper presented at Sophia 

University, International Division, Tokyo, 12 October. 
 
1995 "Internationalization as Nostalgia in Japan Today."  Invited paper presented at the University Public 

Lecture Series, "Japan at the End of the Twentieth Century," Freie Universität Berlin, Berlin, 13 
June.  (German translation in press, Edition Suhrkamp.) 

 
1995 "Staging Ethnography: Cultural Strategies of Japanese Colonial Policy."  Invited paper presented at 

the international workshop, "Colonial Anthropology in East and South-East Asia: A Comparative 



 

 

 

 

32 

 

View," the Center for Japanese and Korean Studies, Leiden University, The Netherlands, 17-21 
May.  (Paper to be published by Curzon Press/University of Hawaii Press.) 

 
1995 "Recovering, Uncovering, and Discovering Genders and Sexualities in Japan: Anthropological 

Perspectives."  Paper presented on the panel "Japan Anthropology Between Area and Discipline."  
47th Annual Meeting of the Asian Studies Association, Washington, D.C., 6-9 April. 

 
1995 "Mon Japon: The Revue Theater as a Technology of Japanese Imperialism."  Invited paper presented 

at Yale University, 27 March. 
 
1995 "The Politics and Pursuit of Leisure in Wartime Japan."  Invited paper presented at the international 

conference, "Japanese Culture as Seen Through Its Leisure."  Institut für Japanologie, Universitaet 
Wien, Vienna, 23 March.   

 
1995 "Fan Pathology and National Identity in Wartime Japan." Invited paper presented at the conference, 

"Women in Japanese Popular Culture," University of Texas, Austin, 24-25 February. 
 
1995 "Mon Japon: The Revue Theater as a Technology of Japanese Imperialism."  Invited paper presented 

at the Departments of Anthropology and East Asian Studies, University of Texas, Austin, 23 
February. 

 
1995 "Technology of Imperialism: The Revue Theater in Wartime Japan." Invited paper presented at the 

Department of Anthropology, Johns Hopkins University, 6 February. 
 
1994 Discussant for the panel, "Female Religious Practice and Social Change in Contemporary East Asia."  

93rd Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Atlanta, 2 December.   
 
1994 "'Same-Sex Love Elegy' (dōseiai hika): Lesbian Practice and Double Suicide in Early 20th-Century 

Japan."  Paper presented at the 93rd Annual Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, 
Atlanta, 2 December.  

 
1994 "'Internationalization' and Nostalgia in Japan: A Critical Interpretation." Invited paper presented at the 

international research conference, "Indigenous Narrative Traditions and Modern Historiography: 
Exploring the Rhetoric of Non-Western History," University of Iowa, 26-30 October. 

 
1994 "Mon Japon: The Revue Theater as a Technology of Japanese Imperialism."  Invited paper presented 

at the Department of Anthropology, Cornell University, 14 October. 
 
1994 "Performing Imperialism: Theater and the State in Interwar Japan."  Invited paper presented at the 

Asien-Instituttet, Københavns Universitet, Copenhagen, 10 October. 
 
1994 "Gender and Japanese Popular Culture."  Invited paper and guest graduate seminar presented and 

moderated in Japanese at Seika University, Kyoto, Japan, 17 June. 
 
1994 Chair and Discussant, Panel: "Theorizing Homosocial Desire in Asian American Culture."  Association 

for Asian American Studies, Annual Meeting, University of Michigan, 6-10 April. 
 
1994 "Performing Imperialism: The Revue Theater in Interwar Japan."  Invited paper presented at the 

Asian/Pacific Institute, Duke University, 5 April. 
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1994 "Japanese Androgynies: Sexual Subversions On and Off Stage."  Invited paper presented at the 
Japan Society, New York City, 28 March. 

 
1994 "Theater as a Technology of Japanese Imperialism."  Invited paper presented at the international 

conference, "Anticipating the 21st Century: Contemporary Cultural Politics in East Asia," Center for 
East Asian Studies, University of Colorado, Boulder, 3-6 March.   

 
1994 "The Sexual Politics of Japanese Theater."  Invited paper presented to the Asian Studies Committee, 

Kalamazoo College, 27 January. 
 
1993 "Japanese High Schools and Youth Culture."  Paper presented at the University of Michigan Teachers' 

Institute in Area Studies, June. 
 
1993 "Gendering Citizens, Situating Others: The Revue Theater as a Technology of Japanese Imperialism, 

1931-1945."  Invited paper presented at the Center for East Asian Studies, University of Chicago, 
27 April. 

 
1993 "Theater as a Vehicle for Industrial Ideology in Japan, 1931-45."  Paper presented at the Center for 

International Business Education, University of Michigan, 13 April. 
 
1993 "Japanese Females as Non-Japanese Men: Cross-Dressing and 'Cross-Ethnicking' in the Takarazuka 

Revue."  Paper presented at the Association for Asian Studies, 45th Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, 
27 March.  (Organizer and Chair of the panel, "Situated Orientalisms: Doing and Undoing "Japan" 
from Within and Without.") 

 
1993 "Hegemonic Nostalgia and Nation-Making in Japan Today."  Keynote Lecture presented at Adrian 

College, Michigan, 9 March. 
 
1993 "Japanese Androgynies."  Invited paper presented at the Mellon Seminar series on "Cross-Dressers, 

Gender-Benders and Trouble-Makers: New Examinations into Transvestism," Occidental College, 
California, 24 February.   

 
1992 "'Dôseiai' no butaijô butaigai ni okeru hyôgen (Representations of 'Same-Sex Love' On and Off the 

Theater Stage)." Invited paper presented (in Japanese) at the Japan Foundation 20th Anniversary 
Symposium, "Love: Its Expression in Japanese Art and Literature," Tokyo, Japan, 30 November-5 
December. 

 
1992 "Body Double: Female Men, Male Women."  Paper presented at the Center for Japanese Studies 

Colloquium, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 5 November. 
 
1992 "Bodies that Double as Their Others: Female Men and Intersexed Comic Book Characters in Japan."  

Paper presented at the Semiotic Society of American 17th Annual Meeting, Chicago, 30 October-1 
November. (Organizer and Chair of the panel, "Female Men, Male Women: The Politics of Gender 
Crossings.") 

 
1992 "Mon Japon: The Revue Theater, Gendering 'the People,' and Stating the State in Interwar Japan, 

1931-45."  Invited paper presented at the Symposium (organized by Professor Theodore de Bary) 
on "Civil Society in East Asia," Montreal, 23-25 October. 

 
1992 "Sexuality and Subversion in the Takarazuka Revue." Paper presented at the Center for Japanese 

Studies Colloquium, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 9 April. 
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1992 "Male Fans of Female Men: Homoeroticism and the Takarazuka Revue."  Paper presented at the 

Association for Asian Studies, 44th Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., 4 April. 
 
1992 "Sexuality and Subversion in the Japanese Revue Theatre."  Paper presented at the Asian Studies 

Colloquium, University of Kansas, Lawrence, 27 March. 
 
1992 "Hegemonic Nostalgia, Tourism, and Nation-Making in Japan."  Paper presented at the Annual 

Symposium of Area Centers, "Ethnicity and Resurgent Nationalism Around the World," Rackham 
Amphitheatre, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 23 January.  

 
1992 "Racism in Japan: The Case of Koreans."  Paper presented at the Martin Luther King Day panel, 

"Presenting Racism and Racist Practices Across Cultural Areas: Reports from Anthropologists In 
and Out of the Classroom," Department of Anthropology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 17 
January.  (Organizer of the panel, "Presenting Racism and Racist Practices Across Cultural Areas: 
Reports from Anthropologists In and Out of the Classroom.") 

 
1991 The Rhetoric of Androgyny in Japan."  Paper presented (in Japanese) at the international conference, 

"Female and Male Role Sharing in Japan: Historical and Contemporary Constructions of Gender," 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 20 December. 

 
1991 Discussant, Panel on "Writing Lesbian and Gay Ethnography." 90th Annual Meeting of the American 

Anthropological Association, Chicago, 23 November.  
 
1991 "Hegemonic Nostalgia, Tourism, and Nation-Making in Japan."  Paper presented at the 90th Annual 

Meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago, 22 November.  (Co-organizer and 
co-chair with Maria Teresa Koreck of the panel, "Icons, Sites, and Histories of 'the Dominant' Across 
Cultures.")   

 
1991 "Staging Gender in Japan: State Theatre and the Takarazuka Revue."  Paper presented at the 

Anthropology/Japan/ Women's Studies Colloquium, University of California, Berkeley, 7 November. 
 
1991 "Redrawing the Landscape of the Anthropology of Japan."  Paper presented at the Semiotic Society of 

America 16th Annual Meeting, College Park, Maryland, 25 October. 
 
1991 "The Politics of Androgyny in Japan: Sexuality and Subversion in the Theatre and Beyond." Paper 

presented at the Japan Colloquium, University of California, Los Angeles, 31 May. 
 
1991 "Nostalgic Journeys: History as Tourism in Postwar Japan." Paper (in Japanese & English) presented 

(by proxy) at the 9th International Symposium on Japanese Civilization in the Modern World: 
Comparative Perspectives in Tourism, National Museum of Ethnology, Osaka, 18-25 March.   

 
1990 "The Revue Theatre and Female Sexualities in Modern Japan."  Paper presented at the Anthropology 

Lecture Series, University of California, Santa Barbara, 21 November.  
 
1990 "The Image of the Androgyne: Female Sexualities in Modern Japan."  Paper presented at the E.O. 

Reischauer Institute of Japanese Studies, Harvard University, 12 October. 
 
1990 "'Butch' and 'Femme' in Japan: The Takarazuka Revue Past and Present."  Paper prepared for the 

Berkshire Conference on the History of Women, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, 7-10 June, 
and submitted to the Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe College, Cambridge. 
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1990 "The Androgynous Body in Japan."  Paper presented at the American Ethnological Society (AES) 

Annual Meeting, Atlanta, 19-22 April. (Co-Organizer with Dr. Liisa Malkki of the panel, "The Body 
and the Categorization of People: Gender, Ethnicity, and Nationalism.")   

 
1990 "Doing and Undoing 'Female' and 'Male' in Modern Japan: The Takarazuka Revue."  Paper presented 

at the conference: "Japan in the World Today and Tomorrow," University of California, San Diego, 
13-14 January.  

 
1990 "Doing 'Male' and 'Female' in Japan: Insights from the Takarazuka Revue."  Paper presented at the 

Department of Anthropology, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 11 January. 
 
1990 "New Festivals for Old in Suburban Tokyo."  Paper presented at the Department of Anthropology, 

University of California, Los Angeles, 8 January. 
 
1989 "From the Takarazuka Revue to Kokumingeki (State Theater) and Back Again."  Paper presented at 

the American Anthropological Association 88th Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C., 17 November.  
(Organizer and Chair of the panel, "Agencies of Resistance and Restraint: Gender and 'the State' in 
Japan.") 

 
1989 Discussant, Workshop/Conference on "Postwar Japan as History," University of California, San Diego, 

20-22 October.   
 
1989 "Gender and Sexuality in 20th-Century Japan: Insights from the Takarazuka Revue."  Paper presented 

at the University of Oklahoma (sponsored by the University of Oklahoma Honors Program and the 
Asian Studies Committee), Norman, 11 September. 

 
1989 "Ema-gined Communities: Japanese Votive Tablets (Ema), Popular Protest, and Popular 

Consciousness."  Paper presented at the SSRC Conference: "Religious Resurgence in East and 
Southeast Asia," Bangkok, 2-10 May. 

 
1989 "Doing and Undoing 'Female' and 'Male' in Japan."  Paper presented at the Anthropology Colloquium, 

University of California, Irvine, 28 February. 
 
1989 "Citizens' Festivals in Japan."  Paper presented at the James R. Scobie Memorial Conference: "Urban 

History and Urban Development," University of California, San Diego, 20 January. 
 
1988 "Butch and Femme On and Off the Takarazuka Stage."  Paper presented at the LGSCY Annual 

Conference: "Pedagogy and Politics," Yale University, New Haven, 29 October. 
 
1988 "Butch and Femme: Gender as Social Organization in the Takarazuka Women's Troupe."  Paper 

presented at the Association for Asian Studies 40th Annual Meeting, San Francisco, 25 March. 
 
1987 "Ema: Japanese Votive Tablets."  Lecture presented at the Williams College Museum of Art, 

Williamstown, Massachusetts, 19 September. 
 
1987 "Affective City Planning in Kodaira City (Tokyo)."  Paper presented at the Association of American 

Geographers Annual Meeting, Portland, Oregon, 23 April. 
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1987 "Re-Dressing Gender Roles: The Takarazuka Women's Troupe."  Paper presented at the 
Association for Asian Studies 39th Annual Meeting, Boston, 11 April.  (Co-Organizer with Dr. Vivien 
Ng of the panel, "Sexualities, Genders, and Social Scripts in China and Japan.") 

 
1987 "Differentiating Homogeneity: Burakumin (Untouchables) and Koreans in Japanese Society."  Lecture 

presented at the Global Issues Forum, Office of International Education, University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse, 31 March. 

 
1987 "We All...Everyone of Us."  Keynote Lecture presented at the South Central Women's Studies 

Association 10th Anniversary Conference (sponsored by the American Association of University 
Women), University of Oklahoma, Norman, 27-29 March. 

 
1986 "Missing in Action: Women in Japanese Festivals."  Paper presented at the American Anthropological 

Association 85th Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, 7 December.  (Co-Organizer with Marilyn Ivy of the 
panel, "Unacknowledged Dimensions of Japanese Rituals, Festivals, and Symbolic Action.") 

 
1986 "Child Shrines, Adult Shrines, and Miss Kodaira: The Kodaira City (Tokyo) Citizens' Festival."  Paper 

presented at the Anthropology Colloquium, Cornell University, 15 April. 
 
1986 "Urban Ceremonial in Japan: The Kodaira City (Tokyo) Citizens' Festival."  Paper presented at the 

Japanese Studies Colloquium, Princeton University, 10 April. 
 
1986 "Furusato: Revolutionary Nostalgia and Cultural Administration in Japan."  Paper presented at the 

Association for Asian Studies 38th Annual Meeting, Chicago, 22 March. 
 
1985 "Revolutionary Nostalgia and Cultural Administration in Japan."  Paper presented at the Anthropology 

Colloquium, University of Rochester, 20 September. 
 
1985 "Gender Attribution, Nativism, and Ethnography in Japan."  Paper presented at the International 

Centre for Ethnic Studies, Colombo, Sri Lanka, 11 January. 
 
1982 "Farm Manuals: Japanese Ethnography in the Edo Period."  Paper presented at the Association for 

Asian Studies Regional Conference, Pittsburgh, 15 October. 
 
1981 "Why Were Farmers Eating Salmon and Throwing Mudballs at Their Landlords?  Affective Modes of 

Social Engineering in Rural Japan, 1600-1900."  Paper presented at the Anthropology Colloquium, 
Cornell University, 5 October. 

 

1981 “飢饉の美” (kikin no bigaku, Famine Aesthetics)." Paper presented (in Japanese) at the Ajinomoto 

Company, Tokyo, 8 July.  (Commissioned by the Ajinomoto Company.) 
 
1981 "Jinseiron (Human Relations Discourses) in Edo-Period Nôsho (Farm Manuals)." Paper presented at 

the 26th International Conferences of Orientalists in Japan, Tokyo, 8 May. 
 

1981 ”町人博士と武士さん”(Chōnin hakase to Bushi-san, Dr. Chōnin and Mr. Bushi). Paper presented (in 

Japanese) at the Third Annual Japanology Essay Context, International Cultural Association of 
Kyoto, Kyoto, Japan, 15 January.  (First Prize) 

 
1979 "The Crucial Role of Women Disciples of the Edo-Period Shingaku Movement."  Paper presented at 

the 24th International Conference of Orientalists in Japan, Tokyo, 15 June 
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PODCASTS, MEDIA OUTREACH, CONSULTING, AND OTHER WORK/PUBLICATIONS 

 
2024 Zoom live television interview on “The Day” with Brent Goff, Deutsche Welle, 27 March.  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ytc968tgPs (on Japan’s demographic crisis and robots) 
 
2023 Zoom interviews with Motoko Rich (Tokyo Bureau Chief, New York Times) for an article appearing in  

the 21 May 2023 on Ambassador Rahm Emanuel’s pro-LGBTQ+ activism. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/21/world/asia/rahm-emanuel-japan-gay-rights.html 

 
2022 Interview (Zoom) with Mathieu Rocker, reporter for Tempura (a French magazine about Japanese  

social issues and underground culture), for an article on robots and “the future,” 28 October. 
Published in Tempura, un magazine sur le Japon, No. 12, Winter 2022, special issue “Retour vers 
le futur“ : “Non, les Japonais ne vivant pas avec les robots. Entretien avec Jennifer Robertson,“ pp. 
64-67. https://tempuramag.com/ 

 
2022 Interview with Claire Parker, Washington Post, for an article on Japan’s declining birthrate and  
 population, published 3 June: 
  https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/06/03/japan-low-births-population-decline-2021/ 
 
2022 Interview via email with Grace Kay, Business Insider, for an article on Elon Musk, published 10 May:  
 https://www.businessinsider.com/elon-musk-starts-debate-on-japan-declining-birth-rate-2022-5 
 
2022 Interview with Jackson Leary Walker for an article on “robo-sexism”, published 23 March in The  

College Fix:  https://www.thecollegefix.com/robo-sexism-talk-at-cornell-to-tackle-sex-gender-
stereotypes-in-robots-ai/ 

 
2021 Interviews via email with Ronan O’Connell (http://www.ronanoconnell.com/about) for an article on ema  

(Japanese votive tablets) published in National Geographic, December 31, and 1 January 2022: 
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/how-these-japanese-prayer-plaques-became-
symbols-of-hope; https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/history-and-civilisation/2022/01/how-these-
japanese-prayer-plaques-became-symbols-of-hope 

 
2021 Zoom interview with Motoko Rich (Tokyo Bureau Chief, New York Times) for an article (5 June) on  

LGBT issues in Japan in the context of the Olympics/Paralympics and conservative politicians’ anti-
LGBT comments, 25 May. https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/05/world/asia/olympics-japan-
lgbtq.html 

 
2021 Conversation on Zoom about my recent work, Japan Program faculty lunch meeting, University of  

Washington, 13 April. 
 
2021 Interview via email with Paris-based journalist Clémence Leleu for an article, “Jeunesse dégenrée” in  

the French journal, Tempura (https://www.tempuramag.com/) on non-binary people in Japan. 11 
February. The article appears in the April issue, pp. 72-75. 

 
2020 Interview with BBC journalist Preethi Jha for an article on Kondo Masahiko (of Johnny and Associates)  

infidelity scandal. 17-18 November. https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54997483 
 

2020 Commissioned report on blood-type horoscopy in Japan for Badoo, a global dating app based in 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ytc968tgPs
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/21/world/asia/rahm-emanuel-japan-gay-rights.html
https://tempuramag.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/06/03/japan-low-births-population-decline-2021/
https://www.businessinsider.com/elon-musk-starts-debate-on-japan-declining-birth-rate-2022-5
https://www.thecollegefix.com/robo-sexism-talk-at-cornell-to-tackle-sex-gender-stereotypes-in-robots-ai/
https://www.thecollegefix.com/robo-sexism-talk-at-cornell-to-tackle-sex-gender-stereotypes-in-robots-ai/
http://www.ronanoconnell.com/about
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/how-these-japanese-prayer-plaques-became-symbols-of-hope
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/how-these-japanese-prayer-plaques-became-symbols-of-hope
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/history-and-civilisation/2022/01/how-these-japanese-prayer-plaques-became-symbols-of-hope
https://www.nationalgeographic.co.uk/history-and-civilisation/2022/01/how-these-japanese-prayer-plaques-became-symbols-of-hope
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/05/world/asia/olympics-japan-lgbtq.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/05/world/asia/olympics-japan-lgbtq.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54997483
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London. Grayling Communications Limited (London and Manchester). 16-19 October. 
https://www.femalefirst.co.uk/bizarre/dating-app-allows-people-find-match-blood-type-1264773.html 

 
2019 Interview with Motoko Rich (New York Times) on a future article on robotic vs. human laborers in 

Japan. 28 September. https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/31/world/asia/japan-robots-
automation.html; https://www.chicagotribune.com/consumer-reviews/sns-nyt-japan-robots-doing-
human-work-20200109-lidqsixjinf3flzfv323dbxgeu-story.html; 
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/innovation/japan-loves-robots-but-human-work-is-not-easy-for-
them-1.4133876 
 

2019 Interview with science writer Mary Barker for her 7 August article, “Robotic Pets: A Senior’s Best  
Friend?,”  https://pulse.embs.org/july-2019/robotic-pets-a-seniors-best-friend/ 

 
2019 “Jennifer Robertson and her book, Robo sapiens japanicus: Robots, Gender, Family, and the  

Japanese Nation,” interviewed by Dan White, CaMP Anthropology: Communication, Media, 
Performance   (https://campanthropology.org/). April. 

 
2018 Filmed interview for “The Fragility of Tradition,” a PBS documentary by Linda Corley (writer) and  

Stella Holmes (producer) on three Japanese female craft artists, Lowe Museum of Art, University of 
Miami, Miami, 28 August. In production. 

 
2018 Interview with Elizabeth Fernandez (recorded podcast) on Japanese robotics, robot gender, and 
 social technologies, SparkDialog, 20 August. http://sparkdialog.com/gender-religion-robots/ 
 
2018 Interview (recorded) on Japanese robots and human-robot interaction for Sapiens, the independent 

magazine/podcast of the Wenner-Gren Foundation, Episode Description: AI and Intimacy, 11 June 
(recorded at the offices of Michigan Radio).   https://www.sapiens.org/technology/can-robots-care/, 
http://traffic.libsyn.com/sapienspodcast/ep_2_robots_mixdown.mp3. 
https://www.sapiens.org/technology/emotional-intelligence-robots/ 

 
2018 Interview (telephone) with Lydia Emmanouilidou, Producer, BBC The World, for a show comparing  

U.S. and Japanese attitudes toward robots and AI devices, 12 March. 
 
2018 Interview (Skype) with Keren Tsuriel, Calcalist (top Israeli financial newspaper), for an article on  

Japanese robotics and “robot rights” published (in Hebrew) on 15 February.  
(https://www.calcalist.co.il/local/articles/0,7340,L-3731846,00.html). 

 
2018 Interview (Skype) with Julia Herrnboeck, Forbes (Austrian edition), for an article on robots and 

artificial intelligence, 2 February. Paper version published (in German) February 2018, “Big in 
Japan: Künstliche Intelligenz,” pp. 22-27 (https://www.forbes.at/artikel/mensch-maschine.html). 

 
2017 Interview (telephone) with Kay Lim, producer, CBS Sunday Morning  

(https://www.cbspressexpress.com/cbs-news/shows/cbs-news-sunday-morning/about) on the 
Takarazuka Revue in preparation for a program on the all-female revue theatre, 10 February. 

 
2016 Interview (in person) with Politiken (a leading Danish national newspaper) on Japanese robotics, 19  

October. 
 
2016 Interview (Skype) with Motoko Rich, New York Times, Tokyo Bureau, about the “genderless male”  

phenomenon in Japan. Rich is preparing an article on the subject. 6 September. 
 

https://www.femalefirst.co.uk/bizarre/dating-app-allows-people-find-match-blood-type-1264773.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/31/world/asia/japan-robots-automation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/12/31/world/asia/japan-robots-automation.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/consumer-reviews/sns-nyt-japan-robots-doing-human-work-20200109-lidqsixjinf3flzfv323dbxgeu-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/consumer-reviews/sns-nyt-japan-robots-doing-human-work-20200109-lidqsixjinf3flzfv323dbxgeu-story.html
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/innovation/japan-loves-robots-but-human-work-is-not-easy-for-them-1.4133876
https://www.irishtimes.com/business/innovation/japan-loves-robots-but-human-work-is-not-easy-for-them-1.4133876
https://pulse.embs.org/july-2019/robotic-pets-a-seniors-best-friend/
https://campanthropology.org/
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Topic: Japanese "superstitions".  
 
1990 Consultant to filmmaker Maria Gargiulo (Michi Films, Seattle) regarding a documentary film on the 

Takarazuka Revue. 
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